Towards an overarching framework, London Feb 6 2004

Group debates: key questions  Summary in keywords

Question 1 

The relationship between a European framework and national frameworks: would it be close alignment or general compatibility?

Group A

The overarching framework should be overarching, general. . Details belong in national frameworks, refelcting the international context.

Question is i fit is a framework for or a framwork of national frameworks.

Group B

It is for general compatibility. Keep it simple, in the futiure it might become more detailed.

It should be something overarching.

Group C

Guidelines for description of all frameworks. Elements should be:

· 3 cycles

· common glossary

· general outline

· overarching

· students progression

Group D

Important features: subsidiarity, compatibility, common language, transparency at the programme level.

Group E

General compatibility, avoiding detailed alignment in the short run

Group F

General compatibility, sufficient close alignment for useful information

Group G

Additional description in a glossary is needed for the words competence, levels, cycles and skills.

Question 2. 

Is the primary purpose of an overarching framework for information, regulation or both?

Group A

It is international for transparency, trust and understanding, eventually for accountability. 

Regulation is national.

Group B

For information not for regulation. Possibly a littlebit more than just information.

Information outside countries, for labour market and students

Assist current lack of regulation.

Group C

Furthering transparency for labour markets and students;

To facilitate recognition, access, progression .

Group D

Organising self regulation to achieve transparency for students and to articulate certificates and qualifications.

Group E

Primary for mobility of students and graduates, employers and life long learning.

Group F

For information leading (in due course) to more formal regulatory structures;

for students, labour market and academics.

Group G

In principle for mobility.

Question 3

Upon which principles a European overarching framework should be founded.

Group A

The ownership is important. There needs to be broad consensus of sector and key stake-holders.

Cycles should be defined or described by end or output criteria.

Group B

The fundamental ownership is with the ministers.

An inclusive proces is important for its development.

Group C 

See question 1

Group D

Subsidiarity, autonomy and accountability of institutions.

A common system for outcomes description.

Serve students for the need of articulation of quality and courses

Achieved by consensu and persuation, recoginzing the power of the purse (ministries, students) (needs to be be realistic)

Using methods which have integrity

Appealing to disciplinary communities

Embrace articulate academic and vocational tracks

Inclusive and articulate towards other levels of education (entry, access, life long learning)

Group E

Transparency, links academic and vocational structures;

Outcome rather than time based.

Sound approach to quality assessment.

Group F

Simplicity, flexibility, capacity to evolve.

Generic level, useful for the purpose.

(Gollegiality) common language, shared understanding 

Group G

Core elements: it would be too difficult to agree on levels.

Quality – indirect/not regulation

Question 4

What essential core elements are required to form an overarching European framework.

Group A

It should be based on three cycles.

And descriptors, like the Dublin descriptors, with the cycles.

In the future division of the first cycle/intermediate levels might be feasible.

On the use of ECTS as a core element the group is divided.

Group B

Three cycles, allow for short cycles/fast track/intermediate.

Detailed data in national frameworks.

Group C

Repeat question 1

Group D

Three cycles; characterising programmes by discipline.

Everybody talked about credits but??

Is it a European framework FOR qualifications or OF qualifications?

Group E

Agreed terminology; agreed glossary

Three cycles, a credit system (by assumption)

Level descriptors within countries.

Broad descriptors of outcome from each cycle.

Group F

Cycle descriptors based on learning outcome.

Group G

Terminology is important.

