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Distinction in naming of degrees in higher education and underlying criteria

An overview tabulated for this specific use
 with current data from  countries:
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The overview is preceded by an explanatory note and a few observations 
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Explanatory notes and observations regarding the overview in the next pages

The cycles

Data on the first and second cycle of higher education are included, data on the third cycle, the doctorate, are left out. Postgraduate is sometimes understood as referring to a PhD programme, or a Licentiatexamen.

Terminology

Terms used for the distinction of programmes in the data are:

· professionally oriented versus academically oriented programmes

· more theory oriented versus more application oriented study programmes 

Terms used when it concerns the distinction of institutions:

· academic training on HE-level with the ultimate aim to guarantee job efficiency; important is the usability of the acquired qualifications on the labour market.

The tabulated summarizing overview 

In the table, in the first column, room is made to indicate that there is, yes or no, a distinction in qualifications between professionally and academically oriented programs. 

After that first cycle degrees are tabulated, either being general, or professionally and academically oriented are discerned. 

After that the same is done for the second cycle.

The bold script of first and second general degrees is only to give structure to the eye.

The last part of the first column concerns non-statutory titels. Also here bold script marks the beginning of the section.   The abbreviation: n-st.t.awarding authority    means: non-statutory titles awarding authority.

Sometimes boxes were left blanc in case no data were given on the situation. In the case of general or distinct degrees, boxes are left blanc because of alternative situations.

Italic

In the table, italic script is used to indicate an additional name tag that reflects the field of study.

Distinctions

Various countries do make a distinction between degrees for professionally oriented programmes and academically oriented programmes: 

Spain: tendency to develop descriptors for different groups of programs. 

The Netherlands: descriptors for professional orientation distinct from academically orientation will be developed; 

Denmark: recognition either by ministry of Education (not research based) of by the ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation(research based)

Other countries make a distinction in degrees corresponding with the kind of institution that awarded the degree:

Austria puts (FH) behind the degree awarded by a Fach-Hochschule.)

Ireland does not make a distinction in degrees but the awarding is discerned by the kind of institute: University and Dublin Institute of Technology award themselves, others by HETAC

Formal regulations

The continent countries all do have regulations on the degrees. UK and Ireland have not. Some specific situations:

Ireland

In Ireland there are no formal regulations. Each university names degrees in accordance with custom and practice. For other higher education institutions the Higher Education And Training Awards Council (HETAC) names degrees following proposal of HEI (in accordance with custom and practice).

Germany

In Germany, There is an ongoing discussion on simplifying the degree structure. E.g. there is a draft for extrapolation of the structural conditions by the KMK. In addition there is a proposal of the Accreditation Council to give up the differentiation in the degree structure and to refer to the diplomasupplement for information on the profile.

Belgium-Flanders

Flanders data concern the proposed situation. Actual practice is that up till now bachelor’s and master’s degrees are not recognised by the Flemish government. 

	Countries
	Austria

	Belgium-Flanders
	Denmark
	Finland

	Naming of degree regulation
	Yes (amendment of FH Studies Act May 2002)
	Proposal for legislation
	Yes

(several laws and ministerial orders)
	Yes, names are set in legislation, in Finnish and Swedish; Ministry approves English polytechnic degrees in case the programme is taught in English


	Criteria for awarding degree
	Accreditation by FH-Council
	Accreditation of existing programs, test of new programs
	Recognition as particular program by min ed or min science
	


	Awarding authority 
	FH-Council or FH institution entitled by FH-Studies Act
	Universities/hogescholen and other institutions entitled by government
	HE institution entitled for some degrees by min education, for other degrees by ministry of science
	

	Distinction in titles between professional & academic
	Distinction between FH and other institutions
	No
	Yes 

Between professionally and research based programs
	Differentiation between universities and polytechnics

	First cycle general titles 

(no distinction professional & academic) 
	
	Bachelor of specific field

(accredited as profession oriented or academic oriented)
	
	

	First cycle professionally oriented
	Bachelor of.... (FH)

(Bakkalaureus/a for.... (FH))
	(see above)
	Bachelor of ... professional field (min ed)

And for non-research based programmes offered outside universities: AK, VVU, Professional bachelor and Diplom
	Bachelor of professional field

	First cycle

Academically oriented
	No informtaion
	(see above)
	B.of arts/science (recognition as research based program by min science)
	Ba of arts/science

(degree optional)

	Second cycle general titles ( no distinction between professional & academic)
	
	
	Master of professional field

(research based and professional oriented, recognised by min.science)
	

	Second cycle professionally oriented
	Master of....(FH) (Magister for... (FH) 

Diplom-Ingenieur in/for.... (FH)


	No
	Master of professional field, e.g.

Master of Mobil Internet Communication

(recog by ministry of science)
	Degrees are not defined as being master-level degrees in Finnish legislation; all of these new experimental programmes are post-experience programmes

	Second cycle academically oriented
	No information
	Master of specific field


	Master of arts/science

(recognised as research based by min science)
	

	Government funding
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes, apart from post exp degrees that is only partly funded
	For all degrees in universities and polytechniques

	Post-experience
	No
	No 

	No except for Master of professional field, Diploma and VVU
	M at polytechnics

	Non-statutory titles
	
	
	Very few institutions offer such degrees 
	

	Non-st.t.awarding authority
	
	
	
	

	Gov. funding
	
	
	
	

	Post-experience
	
	
	
	


	Countries
	Germany
	Ireland
	The Netherlands
	Norway

	Naming of degree regulations
	Yes 

(KMK resolution March 99, amended Dec 2001)
	No formal regulations
	Yes, 

BaMa Law sept 2002
	Yes 

(from 2002/2003)

	Criteria for awarding degree
	Accreditation of new studyprograms
	Accreditation by university and Dublin Inst of Technology or HETAC as ... degree
	Accreditation of existing studyprograms

test new programs
	For private colleges accr by Agency and subsequent approval by ministry;

For state owned colleges and universities no further criteria for the bachelor degree. For master programs regulations are


	Awarding authority 
	
	university and Dublin Institute of technology

or HETAC
	HE institution, entitled by government
	State owned college and univ, 

Private institutions provided accr by Agency 

	Distinction in titles between professional & academic
	Yes

theory vs application oriented study programmes
	no
	Yes
	No

	First cycle general titles 

(no distinction professional & academic)
	
	Bachelor

Ba of honours

Ba of Arts

Ba of Science

Legal Law Ba
	
	Bachelor



	First cycle professionally oriented
	Bachelor of “ subject
” 
	
	Bachelor
	

	First cycle

Academically oriented
	Bachelor of Arts (B.A)

Bakkalaureus Artium for listed st.programs
  

Bachelor of Science

Bakkalaureus Scientiarium

for listed st.programs

	
	Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Science
	

	Second cycle general titles ( no distinction between professional & academic)
	

	Master

Master of Arts

Master of Science

Master of Research

Legal Law Ma
	
	Master

	Second cycle professionally oriented
	Master of professional field
e.g. Master of Engineering, Master of Computer Science, Master of Social Work etc
	
	Master
	

	Second cycle academically oriented
	Master of Arts

Magister Artium

Master of Science

Magister Scientiarium
	
	Master of Arts

Master of Science
	

	Government funding
	
	yes (B. no fees payable)

yes (M. fees payable)
	Yes, apart from master in prof.field
	State owned yes, private depending on subject and budget

	Post-experience
	
	B. no

M. not necessarily
	No, apart from master in prof.field
	No

	Non-statutory titles
	BBA/MBA (24 institutions)

LL.B./LL.M. (3)
	
	At present many institutions offer non-stat. titles like MBA; in future accreditation results in statutory titles
	MBA, Master of Management, of Laws, of Arts, of International Business and several degrees with Latin names

	Non-st.t.awarding authority 
	
	
	
	The former Norwegian Network Council and approval by ministry

	Gov. funding
	
	
	
	Yes

	Post-experience
	
	
	
	


	Countries
	Spain general
	Spain-Catalunia
	Sweden
	UK

	Naming of degree regulations
	no (cf Bologna definition)
	No (Bologna definition)
	Yes 

(Degree Ordinance 1993)
	Yes

(Degree awarding powers granted to university or university college)

	Criteria for awarding degree
	yes ex-ante government approval
	Yes ex-ante government approval
	Recognition of HE provider by government
	(variable practice with external examiners and external audits of the internal quality ass procedures)

	Awarding authority 
	government and university
	Government and university
	HE institution provided entitled by government 
	Each university independently

	Distinction in titles between professional & academic
	yes
	yes
	Yes, 

General and professional degrees
	No

	First cycle general titles 

(no distinction professional & academic)
	
	
	General:

Högskoleexamen
 80 cp

Kandidatexamen 120 cp  (bachelor)
	Bachelor (not commonly awarded), not recognised as entry level to second cycle (masters) qualification

Bachelor of arts/science (degree with honours, sometimes with professional field), the standard UK bachelor degree, marking the end of first cycle

Legal Law Ba

	First cycle professionally oriented
	yes, 

(3 y)
	Diplomatures

Enginyeries                 Tècniques

Arquitectura Tècnica
	(but also distinction)
	

	First cycle

academically oriented
	
	
	(but also distinction)
	

	Second cycle general titles ( no distinction between professional & academic)
	(no discontinuity)


	(no discontinuity)

Llicenciatures

Enginyeries

Arquitectura
	General:

Magisterexamen med ämnesdjup 160 cp (master)

Magisterexamen med ämnesbredd
 40 cp after a prof degree of 120 cp
	Master often with professional field added

Master of Arts

Master of Science

Master of Research
 

Legal Law Ma

	Second cycle professionally oriented
	
	
	(some 50 professional degrees:)

engineering,health care,  agriculture, law, education, fine arts, etc
	

	Second cycle academically oriented
	(5-6 y)

(some 2 year after ist cycle degree in related field)
	
	
	LLM


	Government funding
	
	
	Yes
	

	Post-experience
	no
	no

	No
	

	Non-statutory titles
	Masters (MBA, etc)
	Masters (MBA, etc)
	
	

	Non-st.t.awarding authority
	HE providing institution
	HE providing institution
	
	

	Gov. Funding
	no
	no
	
	

	Post-experience
	continuing education
	no
	
	


� no formal  rights can be derived from it





� Data only from Fachhochshule


� In practice, universities and polytechnics use English translations of Finnish titles and names of degrees


� All polytechnics were evaluated by the Finnish Higher Education Evaluation Council before they got a permanent operating licence and all post-graduate polytechnic degrees were evaluated (by the same council) before they got the permission by the Minitry of Education to start the programme.


� the specification of of arts/of science will also be possible. It is still to be decided which programs can have this specification


� the following will be possible:


bachelor’s program (60 ECTS instead of 180) following on another bachelor’s program


master’s program following on another master’s program


a master’s program following on some specific professional bachelor’s program (professional working experience is here an entrance condition. The programmes will be built upon the working experience of the students. These programs are situatied in the fields of nursing, social work)


� All new master programmes at the stateowned colleges must have accreditation by the agency and subsequent government approval. The universities, however, can establish all new programs at all levels without further criteria, and the stateowned colleges with the right to award the Ph.D. can establish new programs at the level of Master in the subjectarea of their Ph.D. without foregoing accreditation/government approval


� For degrees where the government has laid down in law a general plan concerning the content etc, a fixed reference to the field of study decided upon by the ministry will be added, e.g. Bachelor of Physiotherapy.


� Engineering 			Bachelor/Master of Engineering


  Economics				Bachelor/Master of Business Administration


  Administration Science	Bachelor/Master of Public Administration


  Social Work			Bachelor/Master of Social Work


  Informatics			Bachelor/Master of Computer Science


  Information and Communication Science ,,of Inf. and Communication Science


  Design				Bachelor/Master of Design


� Linguistics and Cultural Science, Physical Education, Sports Science, Law, Economics, Social Science, Arts, Arts Science


� Mathematics, Science, Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Agricultural Science, Forestry Science, Food Science, Engineering.


� Proposal of Technical universities: 


Ba/Ma Type I: research and practice-oriented


BaMa Type II: problem and practice- oriented 


Concerning the field of management education, efmd and EQUAL, representing the management education profession in Europe, among other accreditation agencies like FIBAA, propose the following for the designation of Master’s degree titles:


Type A: Generalist    	Master of Science in management MSc Management


Type B: Specialised	Specialised master’s in.... MSc in Fincna or MS in Finance   Master’s in Finance


Type C: Generalist  Master of Business Administration   MBA


� very few högskoleexamen are awarded


� one academic year is 40 credit points


� introduced in 2002


� : learning outcomes more demanding than for Bachelors degree with honours. In Bologna terms, Masters distinguishes the second cycle; it is ‘postgraduate’ rather than ‘post-graduation’ and as such is demonstrably more demanding than 1st cycle qualifications.


� As for Masters degrees, in an ‘arts’ field (except MAs of Oxford, Cambridge and ancient Scottish universities; these award BA degrees initially, MA’s may be obtained subsequently but without any additional formal academic work or assessment) 


� As for Masters degrees, in a ‘science’ field


� As for other Masters degrees, but with a curriculum designed to include research training applicable to the field of study (a prerequisite for some, but not all, doctoral programmes)


� As for Masters degrees, in law area


� Yes for medicine graduates who wish to work in the public health system
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